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My name is Caitlin Clineff, but most people in Labo knew me before
| was married, when my name was Caitlin Davis. Now, I'm the State
Coordinator for North Carolina, but as a teen and young adult | visited
Japan through the month-long exchange program and the year-long
Intern program. My time in Japan transformed me into the person |
am today, and I'm so honored that | get to facilitate Japanese and
American youth and families learning from each other through all
of our different programs. | hope someday my 2-year-old son can
participate!

) Caitlin A. Clineff
20 years ago, | met a Labo intern at Da- North Carolina State Coordinator
isen Summer Camp. He talked about NC 4-H International Exchange Program
the Intern program, and it sounded so
amazing that | made it my goal to become a Labo intern. 4 years later, |
recited part of “JUGEM” in my intern interview, which | still remembered from
camp! Returning to Daisen as a staff member for winter camp was a different
: experience—very cold and early mornings!—but | have wonderful memories
20054, :II:%K:L—Z&:‘C%)J[IL/TC of working with the Senior Mates, College Mates, and staff there, playing in
POWBAYT—Fv> T the snow and singing around the bonfire. A big cultural shock was that
Christmas Day happened during the camp, and it was just a regular day.
How strange it felt for me not to celebrate the biggest American holiday!

Today, | use my experiences to help host families understand their delegates’
perspectives and to help the delegates understand American culture and
differences in family dynamics. | can relate to Japanese delegates and year-
long students by sharing stories about how | adjusted to living with host
families and working in a Japanese office. My host families in Japan were all
so wonderful, patient, and generous, and my goal is to give Labo delegates the
2009%, R9vy7LLTENMLLE same warm welcome in the U.S. With patience, flexibility, and understanding,
RWRADILLI—Fv>T we can all live together peacefully.
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