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7/22 Asking Questions and for Help
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My room

My usual life

When I lived with my parents, I spent a lot of time
in my room. Iam a bit of an introvert — which means
someone that enjoys spending time by myself - so
I would play video games, read books, and listen to
music in my room. I would also help my parents out
with errands. We live near a grocery store, so I would
often drive there to pick up food for my dad to cook for

dinner.

Living room

Middle school and high school events around

August to December

In the United States, the fall is the beginning of the
school year, so some of the earliest events for Middle
Schoolers and High Schoolers involve welcoming the
new students to the school. First Year High School
Students, called Freshman (upperclassmen sometimes
call them “Fresh Meat” as a joke!), and First Year Middle
Schoolers, called 6th graders, usually go to school a few
days early to get used to changing classrooms and using

lockers - in Elementary school, the classroom is always

TR A A= DT a—T D
T AV TOAENEE, 72{EA
DEFEEH LN, FE
LTHHNET,

George Arbanas
from Missouri

the same, so it’s a new experience for students.
Particular events for middle schoolers

It's usually not as formal as the high school's Home
Coming, but it involves going to school in the evening,
where a dance is hosted. They’re very fun, and it’s the
first time students are introduced to the idea of asking
someone to go to the dance with them as a date.

There are a few other big events that happen in the fall
and winter in middle school! First of all, my middle
school put on a play every fall, which was always very
exciting. There are also events such as the spelling bee,
geography bee, and the Fall Talent show.

About "Homecoming"

“Homecoming” is not one event, but rather a series of
events all connected under the same theme. It is usually
held in the fall, around Thanksgiving, and is called
“homecoming” because it’s an opportunity for alumni
(people who have graduated from that high school), to
return to the school and cheer for their football team
when they visit their families for Thanksgiving.

The three major parts of Homecoming are:

1) The Homecoming Pep Rally

The Homecoming Pep Rally occurs the night of or the
night before the Homecoming Football game. During
the Pep Rally, the community around the high school
gathers with the students to get excited for the football

game, and cheer on the team.
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2) The Homecoming Football Game

The Homecoming football game is one of the most
important football games in a high school’s season.
Usually, the high school plays against their rival high

school, so it's important to play as hard as they can and

3) The Homecoming Dance

The Homecoming Dance is the big social event
surrounding the Homecoming season for high school
students. Students often times ask a girl or boy that
they like (or just a friend!)
to the dance, and dress up in
very fancy suits and dresses.

At the dance, the
Homecoming King and
Queen are crowned. The

candidates are nominated by

members of each grade (called

a class), and are then voted on
by the entire school. The winners are presented crowns,
and are celebrated as kings and queens!

Special events for “Halloween”at school

At my school, everyone would dress up in costumes
and go to school like that! I was known for making

costumes that involved some sort of wordplay.

Thanks Giving Day

Thanksgiving is a traditional American Holiday that
happens on a Thursday in November. Because it’s a
national holiday, often times schools and workplaces
have a “Thanksgiving Break” which starts on

Wednesday and ends on Friday.

10

The holiday of
Thanksgiving is about being
thankful for your life, and
the people around you. It’s
very important for families
to gather together and all
celebrate that gratitude
together. My family usually
invites my Aunts, Uncles,
Grandparents, and Cousins to our house for a big
lunch.
Thanksgiving also has traditional foods! Turkey,
Mashed Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, and Pumpkin

and Apple Pie for dessert are all very popular.

Christmas

Christmas is not a national holiday, but because most
Americans are Christian, most schools plan their winter
breaks to align with Christmas.

My family is Orthodox Christian. Christmas is a
religious holiday, so we go to church on Christmas Eve
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Afterwards, because it’s
late, we have a family tradition of going to an Indian

Restaurant for dinner.

S TN
Christmas Eve Indian Food

On Christmas morning, we go to church again!
Afterwards we do the normal American thing of
opening Christmas presents and having Christmas
Dinner. Christmas Dinner is another traditional meal
usually done with family,
but the traditional food is
Ham, not Turkey. Of course,
we also buy a Christmas
Tree! My family also really
likes the the singer Michael |
Bublé’s Christmas album too,
so I recommend that you

give it a listen!
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